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E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: ENRG TECH UK PARM IAEA 

SUBJECT: EOREIGN SECRETARY OWEN SPEECH ON NUCLEAR 
NON-PROLIFERATION: PRESS REACTION 

REE: LONDON 8309, LONDON 8334 

1. INITIAL PRESS COVERAGE OE FONSEC OWEN'S SPEECH ON 
NON-PROLIEERATION TENDED TO EMPHASIZE THE QUALIFIED 
NATURE OE THE BRITISH GOVERNMENT'S ACCEPTANCE OE PRESI- 
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DENT CARTER'S NUCLEAR POLICY PROPOSALS. 

2. MAY 20 FINANCIAL TIMES ARTICLE AND EDITORIAL "SAYING 

NO TO MR. CARTER" CONTAINED THE MOST THOROUGHLY NEGATIVE 
INTERPRETATION OE OWEN'S SPEECH. DAVID FISHLOCK STATED 
THAT THE BRITISH GOVERNMENT, WHILE COMMITTED TO NUCLEAR 
NON-PROLIEERATION, IS NOT WILLING AT THIS STAGE TO 
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ACCEPT THE PRESIDENT'S PROPOSALS FOR TIGHTER INTERNATION- 
AL CONTROL. OWEN WAS SAID TO HAVE OUTLINED A NUMBER OF 
POSSIBLE OBJECTIONS IN THE MOST DETAILED ANALYSIS OF THE 
PROLIFERATION ISSUE YET MADE PUBLICLY BY HMG. THE FT 
EDITORIAL OBSERVED THAT, HOWEVER DIPLOMATIC THE LANGUAGE, 
THE SPEECH IS A SUSTAINED CRITICISM OF THE CARTER PRO- 
POSALS. OWEN PUT HIMSELF IN THE POSITION OP THE JUDGE 
WHO WISHES TO APPEAR OBJECTIVE, WHILE AT THE SAME TIME 
LEAVING NO DOUBT AS TO WHAT HE THINKS THE VERDICT OUGHT 
TO BE. THE FT VOLUNTEERED THAT IT IS DIPFICULT TO SEE 
WHY AT LEAST ANOTHER TWO YEARS SUBSEQUENT TO THE PRE- 
LIMINARY TWO MONTH STUDY IS REQUIRED SINCE MOST OP THE 
BEEN EVALUATED OVER THE PAST PEW DECADES. MOREOVER, IT 
HAS BEEN LEFT UNCERTAIN WHAT THOSE COUNTRIES ALREADY COM- 
MITTED TO REPROCESSING AND FAST BREEDER PROGRAMS ARE 
EXPECTED TO DO WHILE THE EVALUATION TAKES PLACE. IF 
THERE IS ANY SUGGESTION THAT THEIR PROGRAMS BE SUSPENDED, 

IT SHOULD BE SQUASHED FORTHWITH. THERE IS NOT DOUBT 
THAT THE TREND OF DR. OWEN'S REMARKS YESTERDAY WAS IN 
THIS DIRECTION; HE MAY YET HAVE TO BE SOMEWHAT BLUNTER 
IF THIS MESSAGE IS TO BE UNDERSTOOD BY PRESIDENT CARTER. 

3. THE LONDON TIMES REPORT NOTED THAT IN A PINELY JUDGED 
SPEECH, OWEN GAVE AN ENTHUSIASTIC WELCOME TO THE AIMS OF 
AMERICA'S NEW NUCLEAR POLICY, BUT REMAINED CAUTIOUS ON 
MODALITIES. THE DAILY TELEGRAPH ARTICLE OBSERVED THAT 
THE BRITISH GOVERNMENT PUT ON RECORD ITS DOUBTS ABOUT THE 
PRESIDENT'S PROPOSALS. THE GUARDIAN SIMPLY GAVE A 
STRAIGHTFORWARD ACCOUNT OF THE OWEN SPEECH. 
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